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Ramanuja, was born near Udapi in South Kanara in the
I3th century and taught the Dvaita doctrine, the doctrine
characterised by unqualified dualism and devotion to Vis$u
as the highest deity. He founded eight pontifical seats at
Udapi for the worship of God Kj-sna, whose temple also he
erected. Some of his renowned successors like Tikacarya,
Vyasaraya and Raghavendraswami propagated his tenets by
writing commentaries on his work in Sanskrit, whereas such
devotees as Purandaradasa and Kanakadasa popularised the
school of Bhakti through the institution of Dasakuta, com-
posed of Haridasas or servants of God, singing songs in
simple and racy Kannada.   The religion of Islam was intro-
duced in Karnataka in the I4th century, except on the
western coast, where it had been introduced much earlier
and thenceforward it spread gradually all over the land.   It
is significant that "among all the south Indian provinces, it
is only in Karnataka that Islamic religion and culture took
some root and flourished*.l   Christianity  began to exert its
influence during the Vijayanagara period and later, from
the lyth century onwards, though it has been pointed out
that "the earliest settlement in Karnataka seems to be in
Kalyana near Udapi, where we are informed there was a
Christian Bishop in the 6th century".9   The influence of
Christianity has been on the increase since the igth century
owing to the systematic efforts of several missions spread in
all parts of Karnataka.
This is, in brief, a survey of the main currents of religi-
ous activity in Karnataka.   It is evident from this survey
1 D. K, Bharadvaja: Karnataka Handbook, p. 149.
* Ibid, p. 151.